Peter’s Magical Journey: A Discrepant Event in the Narrative

 By Jacquie Foreman
Materials Required: Story about Peter’s journey through the sewage treatment facility, science textbooks, and materials for students to build model treatment facilities. For example: toilet paper rolls, Styrofoam cubes, empty pen containers.

Safety and Ethical Considerations: There are not any safety considerations, however the 

students will probably get really excited when they learn that I have been talking about human wastewater. It would be important to let them have a laugh, but then know why it is important for them to learn about it.

Connection to the curriculum:

· 8-4-15: Explain how and why water may need to be treated for use by humans. Include: filtration, settling, chlorination, and fluoridation. GLO: B1, B3, D5. 

· Grade 8 students will be able to listen to a story about sewage treatment. After the story, the students will learn the terms outlined above, and will have a 

Storyline Including Questions asked:


Peter was a mere young lad from Winnipeg, Manitoba when he set out on his very first journey. Peter was so excited, and could not wait to see where his travels would take him. This was a most exciting trip for Peter, because he did not know where he was going. It was all a surprise. Before Peter left home, he heard many stories about taking trips without knowing your destination. He heard that sometimes you could take a wrong turn and get lost in the dark, or encounter things you might not want to see. But Peter wasn’t scared, he was too excited.


Peter’s journey started in what seemed like a river full of rapids. He felt just like a voyageur he had once read out. He was twisting and turning and seeing lots of new things. The rapids kept on getting faster and faster, and it seemed like Peter was getting sucked into something. All of a sudden, out of nowhere, there was a big waterfall! Peter was a little nervous, but at the end of the drop, the water was a lot calmer. As Peter continued on, he saw something up ahead. “Wow,” Peter thought, “there must be some kind of party going on up there. Peter noticed that not everyone was getting into the party, he was a little worried he might not get in either. At the gate there were lot’s of things Peter had never seen before. He was so excited! There were fish, and plants, and some stuff that looked like garbage. Peter had never seen these things before. He noticed that the doorway to this party had some pretty tight security. He was nervous that he wouldn’t get in to see more things, but just like that, he got in.


The party inside was like visiting a constant doorman. Every time he wanted to get to a new room it got more and more exclusive. Peter started to think that this party probably didn’t have that many nice things inside, because he knew it was rude to exclude people. All of a sudden Peter smelt something. It wasn’t nice. All of the other things in the dark place where Peter was started to come closer to him. Peter thought to himself “these other things must be really scared of that smell.” The smell was getting more and more overwhelming. Everything was getting so close to Peter, and he started to wish he hadn’t left home. Everything that gathered around Peter started to weigh him down so much that he started to sink. He was sinking farther and farther, faster and faster until he stopped. He couldn’t go any farther.


Peter was so scared that he hadn’t opened his eyes. When he finally did look around, he was delighted! He saw so many things just like him! Peter immediately made friends, and they started filling in the details of how they all got there like old friends.

They started telling him that he was lucky to hit the detour that he did. They told him stories of friends that had nasty smelling chemicals sprayed on them, and they were forced to take a route through gravel, sand, and clay. Then his new friends told him of a friend they had that took a really bad turn and ended up all alone. They told him how they heard that even he made it through everything else, he still ended up getting killed by an even nastier chemical.


Peter was so glad he made so many new friends on his journey. He wasn’t even sad when the journey continued again. Even though him and all of his friends were dropped off somewhere they knew they couldn’t get back from, they had each other. Peter decided to stay where he was left. It was a big place in the middle of nowhere, and even though it didn’t smell that great, he didn’t mind. He was glad he learned so much on his journey, and knew he would always remember it.

Class Discussion

Teacher: “Ok class, does anyone know what that story was really about?”

Student: “ Yes, you were talking about waste and water treatment.”

Teacher: “Can anyone tell me why it is important for us to know about human waste and why we need water treatment in a city?”

Student: “Well, it is important to know so we don’t waste water.”

Teacher “Very good answer, anyone else?”

Student: “I have a question. Does everywhere in the world have the same system?”

Teacher: “No they don’t and I am glad you asked. Let’s take a look at some questions to better understand what is going on.”

Bloom’s Taxonomy questions to support class discussion or independent study:

1.) Use your textbook to define the following terms: filtration, settling, chlorination, and fluoridation.

2.) Compare the story and the information from your text to prepare a flow chart to outline the chain of events that happened in the story.

3.) Based on your information collected, create a miniature model of what you think a water treatment facility would look like.

4.) In groups, discuss and evaluate the importance of having water treatment. What do you think the implications would be for us as citizens if we did not have water treatment?

5.) Based on the outcome of your discussion in question 4, describe what life would be like for people who did not live somewhere with water treatment, or clean running water.
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